




































Categories


	
business of translation

	
The Entrepreneurial Linguist

	
professional development

	
humor

	
blogging

	
software

	
marketing

	
fraud
















Top Language Blogs 2014









Top Twitterers 2014









Proz.com Community Awards





Best translation article









Blog Archive




	



        ► 
      



2020

(5)
	



        ► 
      



December

(1)



	



        ► 
      



June

(2)



	



        ► 
      



May

(1)



	



        ► 
      



April

(1)






	



        ► 
      



2019

(3)
	



        ► 
      



May

(2)



	



        ► 
      



February

(1)






	



        ► 
      



2018

(16)
	



        ► 
      



December

(1)



	



        ► 
      



November

(2)



	



        ► 
      



October

(2)



	



        ► 
      



September

(2)



	



        ► 
      



August

(2)



	



        ► 
      



July

(1)



	



        ► 
      



June

(1)



	



        ► 
      



May

(2)



	



        ► 
      



April

(1)



	



        ► 
      



February

(2)






	



        ► 
      



2017

(23)
	



        ► 
      



December

(1)



	



        ► 
      



November

(1)



	



        ► 
      



October

(2)



	



        ► 
      



September

(1)



	



        ► 
      



July

(3)



	



        ► 
      



June

(3)



	



        ► 
      



May

(3)



	



        ► 
      



April

(5)



	



        ► 
      



March

(1)



	



        ► 
      



February

(2)



	



        ► 
      



January

(1)






	



        ► 
      



2016

(27)
	



        ► 
      



December

(2)



	



        ► 
      



November

(2)



	



        ► 
      



October

(1)



	



        ► 
      



September

(3)



	



        ► 
      



August

(3)



	



        ► 
      



July

(2)



	



        ► 
      



June

(2)



	



        ► 
      



May

(3)



	



        ► 
      



April

(2)



	



        ► 
      



March

(3)



	



        ► 
      



February

(1)



	



        ► 
      



January

(3)






	



        ► 
      



2015

(50)
	



        ► 
      



December

(3)



	



        ► 
      



November

(3)



	



        ► 
      



October

(3)



	



        ► 
      



September

(2)



	



        ► 
      



August

(4)



	



        ► 
      



July

(5)



	



        ► 
      



June

(4)



	



        ► 
      



May

(6)



	



        ► 
      



April

(6)



	



        ► 
      



March

(6)



	



        ► 
      



February

(3)



	



        ► 
      



January

(5)






	



        ► 
      



2014

(69)
	



        ► 
      



December

(6)



	



        ► 
      



November

(5)



	



        ► 
      



October

(5)



	



        ► 
      



September

(6)



	



        ► 
      



August

(5)



	



        ► 
      



July

(6)



	



        ► 
      



June

(7)



	



        ► 
      



May

(7)



	



        ► 
      



April

(9)



	



        ► 
      



March

(3)



	



        ► 
      



February

(4)



	



        ► 
      



January

(6)






	



        ► 
      



2013

(80)
	



        ► 
      



December

(8)



	



        ► 
      



November

(8)



	



        ► 
      



October

(8)



	



        ► 
      



September

(6)



	



        ► 
      



August

(6)



	



        ► 
      



July

(7)



	



        ► 
      



June

(8)



	



        ► 
      



May

(5)



	



        ► 
      



April

(6)



	



        ► 
      



March

(7)



	



        ► 
      



February

(5)



	



        ► 
      



January

(6)






	



        ► 
      



2012

(80)
	



        ► 
      



December

(6)



	



        ► 
      



November

(6)



	



        ► 
      



October

(7)



	



        ► 
      



September

(7)



	



        ► 
      



August

(5)



	



        ► 
      



July

(6)



	



        ► 
      



June

(6)



	



        ► 
      



May

(6)



	



        ► 
      



April

(7)



	



        ► 
      



March

(7)



	



        ► 
      



February

(10)



	



        ► 
      



January

(7)






	



        ▼ 
      



2011

(80)
	



        ► 
      



December

(6)



	



        ► 
      



November

(10)



	



        ► 
      



October

(7)



	



        ► 
      



September

(7)



	



        ► 
      



August

(8)



	



        ► 
      



July

(7)



	



        ► 
      



June

(6)



	



        ► 
      



May

(5)



	



        ► 
      



April

(6)



	



        ► 
      



March

(6)



	



        ► 
      



February

(6)



	



        ▼ 
      



January

(6)
	Free PDF Conversion Software Until February 5
	Upcoming Webinars
	Humor: Court Interpreter Needed
	Dress the Part
	Charity Donations: Free Deduction Calculator
	5 Myths About Direct Clients








	



        ► 
      



2010

(84)
	



        ► 
      



December

(6)



	



        ► 
      



November

(9)



	



        ► 
      



October

(5)



	



        ► 
      



September

(7)



	



        ► 
      



August

(8)



	



        ► 
      



July

(6)



	



        ► 
      



June

(9)



	



        ► 
      



May

(6)



	



        ► 
      



April

(7)



	



        ► 
      



March

(6)



	



        ► 
      



February

(7)



	



        ► 
      



January

(8)






	



        ► 
      



2009

(104)
	



        ► 
      



December

(8)



	



        ► 
      



November

(8)



	



        ► 
      



October

(7)



	



        ► 
      



September

(8)



	



        ► 
      



August

(7)



	



        ► 
      



July

(9)



	



        ► 
      



June

(9)



	



        ► 
      



May

(8)



	



        ► 
      



April

(13)



	



        ► 
      



March

(11)



	



        ► 
      



February

(8)



	



        ► 
      



January

(8)






	



        ► 
      



2008

(35)
	



        ► 
      



December

(11)



	



        ► 
      



November

(9)



	



        ► 
      



October

(9)



	



        ► 
      



September

(6)
















Followers



















Our favorite blogs about translation, interpreting and language



	







A Word In Your Ear










	







Musings from an overworked translator










	







fidus interpres










	







Translation Tribulations










	







About Translation










	







Translation Client Zone










	







mox's blog










	







Bootheando










	







The Interpreter Diaries










	







Thoughts On Translation










	







Food For Translators










	







Translator Thoughts










	







Aventuras de una traductora-intérprete en Madrid










	







Say What?










	







Translate This!










	







Tina and Mouse










	







The Language of Translation










	







Brave New Words










	







Tecnologías y Traducción










	







Words to good effect










	







Con el calco en los talones










	







The Mute Button










	







The Wor(l)d-Weary Translator










	







la paradoja de Chomsky










	







Translating is an Art










	







Rainy London Translations










	







The Greener Word




































Free PDF Conversion Software Until February 5





























PDFZilla is a Windows application that converts PDF files into Word documents, HTML files, JPG images and a variety of other formats.  The program usually costs $29.95, but you can now get it for a grand total of $0, which we like. Our techie guru found this great offer, and we figured we would share it our colleagues who have been looking for an affordable PDF conversion tool. We downloaded it in less than a minute. 
To get started, go to the PDFZilla website. The program is free until February 5th, so you only have a few days to get the download.  It runs on Windows 2000 and more recent versions. At 6 MB, it is quite small. 



When you go to the website, you will be shown a registration code. Be sure to write it down (or copy it) before you begin the installation process.  Then, once installed (execute the program as administrator if you run on Vista or Windows 7), click the "Register" button and type (or paste) your code.  Your software will be fully licensed and ready to use. 


Related Posts 












Enjoyed reading? Share this

	Technorati
	Delicious
	Digg
	Facebook
	Twitter



























14
comments:
        


	










Silvia on                 January 27, 2011 at 11:30 AM
said...

	
Thank you very much. I downloaded it.
Silvia


	








	










Rachel on                 January 27, 2011 at 12:21 PM
said...

	
Thanks for the heads up! I have a nice PDF converter, but I always like to try out alternatives. And these kinds of deals don't come around every day!


	








	










Paula on                 January 29, 2011 at 7:27 AM
said...

	
Thanks! I've been looking for a replacement for my current conversion software. Hopefully, PDFzilla will work even better.


	








	










Paula on                 January 29, 2011 at 7:28 AM
said...

	
Thanks! I've been looking for a replacement for my conversion software. Haven't tried it yet, but the other -zilla software I've used is great!


	








	










Transpanish on                 January 30, 2011 at 9:44 AM
said...

	
Great info! I am using Abby Fine Reader but I will git it a try.


	








	










Sophie on                 January 30, 2011 at 11:34 AM
said...

	
Thank you very much!


	








	










Anonymous
said...

	
Only problem is it messes up the UFT-8 conversion 6 times out of 10 so...

Best solution I ever found is the pdftotext command (Linux and OSX) and Acrobat X Pro (249 €) :( for Windows users


	








	










Kevin Lossner on                 February 1, 2011 at 2:32 PM
said...

	
Try to use PDFZilla on an image PDF and you'll quickly see that it has no OCR function. I tried it on a PDF report and saw that every line had a line break. Really... we can copy straight out of Acrobat Reader and get better results.

How's that old song go? "You can tell it to the birds and the bees!"  ;-)

For dealing with the full range of PDF files we as translators encounter, there is no getting around making a real investment in good commercial software like Omnipage or FineReader.


	








	











Judy Jenner and Dagmar Jenner on                 February 1, 2011 at 9:53 PM
said...

	
Thanks for the comments, everyone!

@Transpanish: This tool is definitely not superior to Abby. If you have Abby; you are using one of the best tools out there. 

@Anonymous: thanks for sharing the issue about UTF-8 conversion. 

@Kevin: we hadn't tried an image, just a regular PDF. And yes, of course, some things are worth paying for -- like ABBY. ;)Agreed that you really need to make a solid investment (we bit the bullet and purchased ABBY), but this might be useful for those translators who rarely encounter complex PDF situations (lucky folks).


	








	










Paula
said...

	
I have to agree with Kevin - sadly this software is not an improvement on the converter I already have. I guess to get something really good you do have to shell out a bit of cash...
Still, in an emergency something is better than nothing!


	








	










Kevin Lossner on                 February 2, 2011 at 1:54 PM
said...

	
Judy, unfortunately image PDFs are all too common. I'd say about half the PDFs that get sent to me for translation are scans with no directly extractable text.

I once had the bright idea of putting together a little "sample set" of PDFs to use in evaluating tools like this, but unfortunately my exposure to some of the more advanced PDF variants through press translations for the PDF support organizations got my mind of on a much-too-complicated track and I put it off because I couldn't get the PDF/A samples I wanted. But this makes me think the idea should be revived.


	








	










POS Software on                 August 26, 2011 at 11:30 PM
said...

	
Two thumbs up for this post, I have downloaded it. And it works. Thanks!


	








	










turkish translation services on                 October 21, 2011 at 10:57 PM
said...

	
this is amazing. I try it. thanks


	








	










humberto on                 January 8, 2012 at 9:08 AM
said...

	
There is another free one: http://www.pdfonline.com/convert-pdf/
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Join the conversation! Commenting is a great way to become part of the translation and interpretation community. Your comments don’t have to be overly academic to get published. We usually publish all comments that aren't spam, self-promotional or offensive to others. Agreeing or not agreeing with the issue at hand and stating why is a good way to start. Social media is all about interaction, so don’t limit yourself to reading and start commenting! We very much look forward to your comments and insight. Let's learn from each other and continue these important conversations.
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Yes, we are twins











About us


We (Judy and Dagmar Jenner) are a pair of identical translating and interpreting twins working in  Spanish, German, English, and French (Dagmar only). We were born in  Austria, grew up in a bilingual household in Mexico City, and  run our  translation, interpreting and copywriting business, Twin Translations,  from Vegas and Vienna (Austria). In this blog, we dispense (useful) tips  and tricks on how to run a translation and interpreting business. We frequently share what we know with fellow linguists via  our "The Entrepreneurial Linguist" workshop. The "Entrepreneurial  Linguist" book has sold more than 5,000 copies and is available on www.lulu.com.  Judy pens the monthly "Entrepreneurial Linguist" column for the American Translators Association's Chronicle and also serves as a spokesperson for the ATA. She holds an MBA in marketing from the University of Nevada, Las Vegas. Dagmar has a graduate degree  in French, an undergraduate translation degree and a graduate degree in  French and Spanish conference interpreting from the University of Vienna. She is the president of UNIVERSITAS Austria Interpreters' and Translators' Association and is an accredited freelance conference interpreter for the institutions of the European Union, where she works in the German booth.  Judy is a  federally certified Spanish court interpreter, a master-level certified Spanish court interpreter in Nevada, a certified Spanish court interpreter in California, a registered German court interpreter in Nevada, and a past president of the Nevada Interpreters and Translators Association, and serves as the organization's professional development committee. She also teaches in the University of California San Diego's Extension translation and interpreting certificate program.
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If you want to advertise on our blog please contact us.

	


	




	


	











Popular Posts


	

Job Posting: Senior Project Manager in Vienna, Austria

 A few days ago, we received the following job posting through a dear friend and colleague, who highly recommends this agency, ASI (he works...






	







A Day in the Life of a Busy Translator/Interpreter

We frequently receive questions about how we organize our days and how exactly we get everything done. The truth is that we don't always...






	







Interpreting for Europe

    While Dagy was getting her master’s degree in conference interpreting at the University of Vienna, the EU’s recruiting efforts for freel...






	







Guest Post: Getting a Ph.D. in Translation Studies

By B.J. Epstein   I am nearing the end of my time in a doctoral program in translation studies, so I thought I would write a little bit abou...






	







MOOCs for Translators and Interpreters

  Judy at Harvard, 2011.    At this point, most people and probably all of our readers are familiar with MOOC (massive open online courses),...






	







Your Courtroom Ally

  If you are a court  interpreter like Judy, chances are you spend a lot of time inside courtrooms. So who's the most helpful person the...






	







Advice for Beginners: Specialization

   Many beginning interpreters oftentimes ask us about specialization and whether it's essential that they specialize. We get many of th...






	







Open Letter to the EU

Today's blog post is by Dagy, and it's all about interpreting at the European Union.     Dear EU,         You know how much I care a...






	







The True Spirit of Christmas: Helping a Colleague Recover

   (Update: We have removed the donate button because this campaign has concluded. We are beyond grateful to all our friends and colleagues ...






	

Disposable E-Mail Addresses

Our almost-weekly technology tip comes, as always, from our IT superhero Thomas Gruber. Today's topic is so-called disposable e-mail add...
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Tweets by @language_news












Site Info


The entrepreneurial linguists and translating twins blog about the business of translation from Las Vegas and Vienna.
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